Brief Notes from Zebedee in Madagascar

(I just received this from Alan and Pauline today, 7th June.  Full of Alan’s usual ‘joie de vivre’ - so refreshing!)

It rained,the pirates kept away but the wind didn’t let us get to the Maldives!!  

A tricky start with a thunderstorm while warping to a better start point in Sri Lanka.  Another bollard ripped out of the dock leaving me rowing Dougal like mad, trying to get hold of the line+bollard to keep Zebedee going on the rocks!  Later that afternoon, when the wind turned dead against, we finally got permission to set sail, so a tricky yuloh/tacking out and then a west wind.  

The South West monsoon had started early, and the current pushed us ever eastwards.  We ran off the charts and we even turned back to Malaysia, but we turned again and finally found the South-east Trade well into the cyclone belt in cyclone season, well off any chart, looking out for islands (actually I had had a look before and was 99% certain we were OK).  Zebedee then made good over 100 miles per day and we sailed into Salomon Islands, Chagos, dropping anchor by Boddam, where there is protection by the reefs all

 around, and no wrecks, unlike Foquett, but a tricky sail between the coral heads.

We had a wonderful month snorkelling every day, walking, enjoying an uninhabited paradise.  We set off for Madagascar and had a record run:1050 miles in a week,12 days to sail 1600 miles, and an easy rounding of the north tip of Madagascar.  A bit pricey to check in $230 or $300 for 3 months (we still don’t know the final bill!).  But it’s absolutely fantastic here; local sailing dhows to sail with, flat seas and perfect anchorages!

Pauline writes:

We arrived in Madagascar a week ago after a lively, fast passage from Chagos - 1650M in 12 days!, including Zebedee’s fastest day of 156 miles! We didn’t encounter any problems rounding Cap dè Ambre. It was choppiest on the east side but generally smooth sailing. We stayed fairly close – about 300 metres from shore.

It feels great to be here! Clear water, lots of marine life, great cruising potential and local boats sail/paddle everywhere.  Zebedee can relate! Checking in has taken a few days - 3 hour lunch breaks, public holidays,  exacerbated by third world bureaucracy but no dramas.  People are friendly and most speak French (pity I don’t but Alan’s school French is coming in handy).  We are enjoying fresh veg and fruit again.

Sri Lanka to Chagos ended up a long, slow 26-day passage. It was 3 weeks before we made any progress west – we sailed to 7° 20' before picking up SE wind. At one point we were tempted to abandon efforts and return to Malaysia but we are so glad we persisted.

Chagos was very special. No human inhabitants.  We anchored at Boddam I in Salomon Atoll, this being the most protected from SE and NW winds.  About 20 yachts were in Salomon – wonderful people.

Chagos memories:

Snorkelling everyday in clear water – lots of coral, numerous varieties of fish

Fish for dinner most nights, sometimes cooked over fire on beach

Pot-lucks ashore and sundowners on Sunset Beach

Full moon pot-luck party on arrival and another at Takamaka where we anchored the day before leaving

Bush walks, hiking round island at low tide

Loads of coconut crabs!  Huge ones, purple and red came out at dusk.

Sadly our time was up.  We now understand why people try and stay 3+ months! We were very reluctant to leave.

